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From the Desk of the Editor

Bengal Journal of Otolaryngology and Head Neck Surgery Vol. 28 No. 2 August, 2020

The Board of Governors in supersession of the Medical Council of India has, in its recent amendments in the ‘Minimum 
Qualifications for Teachers in Medical Institutions Regulations, 1998’, tried to rectify some of the aberrations that had 
crept in to the previous notification. These amendments have made the basic courses on medical education and biomedical 
research mandatory for the medical teachers in addition to prescribing some major changes in the criteria for publications 
for appointment and promotions of teachers in medical institutions in India.
The number of publications required for promotions has been reduced to 1 for Associate Professor and 3 for a Professor. This 
would reduce the rush for publication and may provide an impetus for quality. Research projects will also be considered for 
promotion to the post of Associate professor, in lieu of publication in journals, provided the teacher is either a Principal or 
Co-Principal (P1/Co P1) Investigator in that research project. Such research projects has to be funded by a national research
body such as Indian Council for Medical Research (ICMR), Department of Science & Technology (DST) or Department of 
Bio Technology (DBT).
The revised basic course in medical education aims to train the teachers with a wide range of topics encompassing all the 
aspects of medical education. A teacher needs to participate in a course conducted under supervision of either the nodal/
regional centre that caters to the medical college, the teacher is employed with.
The basic course in biomedical research is conducted by the Ministry of Education through the web portal ‘SWAYAM’, 
which is also available on Android and iOS platforms. The candidate has to score at least 50% marks in the examination 
after completing 23 modules of research methodology. 
A transitory period of two years has been offered from the date of notification (12 February, 2020) for smooth transition to 
the new system. The college can appoint or promote to the posts of Associate Professor or Professor, based on the previous 
criteria up to February, 2022.
The types of articles to be considered, now includes original papers and meta-analysis, systematic reviews and case series. 
The first three authors or the corresponding author will get recognition for the publication. The new directive has sought 
to check mushrooming of predatory journals by reducing the quantity of publications required and raising the bar for the 
quality of journals to choose from. Publications in the journals indexed with Medline, Pubmed Central, Citation index (not 
Indian Citation Index), Sciences Citation index, Embase, Scopus, Directory of Open access journals (DoAJ) only will be 
considered to be appropriate and I take the opportunity to advise teachers to ignore lure of the false claims to avoid the trap 
of the predatory journals and engage themselves in meaningful and quality research.

Dr Saumendra Nath Bandyopadhyay
Editor,
Bengal Journal of Otolaryngology and Head Neck Surgery
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